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were put on the table, he could hardly maintain a decent self-restraint.    So probable in themselves and so industriously circulated were these stories, that, when the present writer was in London, three or four years ago, Mr. Francis Bennoch, the gentleman to whom the " English Note-Books " were dedicated by Mrs. Hawthorne, related to hirn the following anecdote : At a dinner at which Mr. Bennoch had been present, some time before, a gentleman had got up to make some remarks, in the course of which he referred to Nathaniel Hawthorne.    He spoke of him as having been, during his residence in England, a confirmed   inebriate,  mentioned  a  special  occasion on which he had publicly disgraced himself at an English table, and wound up with the information that his death had been brought about by a drunken spree on which he and Franklin Pierce had gone off together.    When this historian had resumed his seat, Mr. Bennoch rose and spoke nearly as follows: " I was the friend of Nathaniel Hawthorne during many years; I knew him intimately:  no man knew  him better.    I was his constant companion on his English excursions and during his visits to London.    I have seen him in all kinds of circumstances, in all sorts of moods, in all sorts of company ; and I wish to say, to the gentleman who has just sat down, and to you all, that, often as I have seen Nathaniel Hawthorne drink wine, and though he had a head of iron, I have never known him to take more than the two or three glasses   which  every  Englishman   drinks   with   his